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METHODS Or QUALITATwf, RESEARCH
*Dr. M. Antony Raj, Assistant Professor in History Education, St. Xavier's College of Education,
Paloyamkottai.

Abstract
This article brings in the fundamentals of qualitativo research in education:

meaning, characteristics, different types, methods, advantages and disadvantages.

Qualitative research has big bang in educational field. How a qualitative research can be
done in an educational research is also outlined in this study.

Introduction:

Qualitative research is an umbrella ten4 for various philosophical orientations to
interpretive research. Some of the qualitative research methods are ethnography, case

study, phenomenology and educational criticism. Qualitative research is a naturalistic inquiry
that seeks in-depth understanding of social phenomena within their natural setting. It focuses
on the "why" rather than the " vvhat" of social phenomena and relies on the direct experiences.
It collects and works with non-numerical data and that seeks to interpret meaning from these
data that help people understand social life through the study of targeted populations or
places. It uses multiple systems of inquiry for the study of human phenomena including
biography, case study, historical analysis, discourse analysis, ethnography, grounded theory
and phenomenology.

Meaning:

The word qualitative implies an emphasis on the qualities of entities and on processes

and meanings that are not experimentally examined or measured in terms of quantity,
amount, intensity, or frequency. Qualitative research stresses upon the socially consfiucted
nature of reality, the intimate relationship between the researcher and what is studied, and the
situational consiraints that shape inquiry. So the people who f,o qualitative research
emphasize the value-laden nature of inquiry. They seek answers to questions that stress how
social experience is created and given meaning.

Qualitative forms of inquiry are considered by many social and behavioral scientists
to be as much a perspective on how to approach investigating a resdarch problem as it is a
method. Qualitative ReseaSch is primarily exploratory research. It is used to gain an
understanding of underlying reasons, opinions, and rnotivations. It provides insights into the
problem or helps to develop ideas or hypotheses for potential quantitative research.

Qualitative Research is aiso used to uncover trends in thought and opinions, and dive deeper
into the problem.

Characteristics:

The following are the basic qualitative research characteristics.

l. It begins with a single case, chosen because of its convenience or interest.

2. It studies phenomena in the contexts in which they arise through observation
and/or recording or the analysis of printed and Internei material.

3. The hypotheses are often generated from the analysis rather than stated at the
outset.

4. There is no one agreed way to analyzethe data.

5. Multiple research models exist and sometimes conflict with each other

6. Where numbers are used, these are usually in the form of simple tabulations
designed to identiff deviant cases and do not lead to statistical con
tests. 

to identi$ deviant ad to statistical conelati(ffi/

Principal

.m
r{
r{

0.)
b0(!
0.

St. )fuviert College of Education
(Autonornous)

ISBN 978-93-84192-ll6ramrouai - 62i 002
Education 5.0: Perspectivei and Previews












